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“Love first. Love always,  
and we’ll figure out the rest of it as we go along.”i 

 

 

  
 

First Sunday of Advent 
November 30th, 2025  

11:00 a.m. 
 

 

North Chevy Chase Christian Church is an Open and Affirming Congregation 
Connecting Faith with Community. 
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The People of God Gather 

 If you’re new to North Chevy Chase Christian Church, please consider filling out the Feedback 
Card you will find in the Pew pocket. We’ll follow up with a brief phone call or email to say 

thank you for worshipping with us and to answer any question you may have. 
 We are glad you’re here with us today! 

 
 
 
 

WELCOME                             Rev. Stephen Tickner         
 
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP          
    “Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord”  
        (from Godspell) by Stephen Schwartz 

              Sally Coberly, flute 
              Mary Brock, tambourine 
 
Congregation standing in body or spirit      
Call to Worship and Opening Prayer1         Cheryl Parsons  
           Worship Leader 
 
One: Beloved, once again, we embark on the Advent path 
  that points us to the coming of Jesus. 
 
ALL: We journey together toward the day that all the  

  earth awaits. 
 

 
1 Call to Worship provided by Discipleship Ministries of the United Methodist Church. Opening Prayer written by John Birch on 

faithandworship.com. 



3 

 

One: We remember the signs and the times that   
heralded the arrival of the baby Jesus, God   
Incarnate. 

 
ALL: We journey together toward the day that all the  

earth awaits. 
 
One: We tell the stories once again as we learn how to  

discern the signs and the times, watching for   
glimpses of God’s here-and-not-yet kingdom among 

 us. 
 
ALL: We journey together toward the day that all the  

earth awaits. 
 
One: Come, let us worship God who shines a light to  

guide us on the path to peace and flourishing for all 
 creation. 

 

ALL: Come, let us worship as we journey together  
toward the day that all the earth awaits. 

 
One: Now with our hearts open to God, let us pray... 
 
OPENING HYMN     “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”      CH 119 
      Verse 1 & 2 
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PASSING OF THE PEACE  
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THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES2           Cheryl Parsons 
                Sally Coberly 
 
Cheryl:  In a world full of fear, where do you see hope? 

All:   We see hope when we look to the next generation.  
  We feel hopeful when we gather together. 
  We know hope, deep in our bones, when 
  we dream of a better world. 
 
Cheryl:  You are right. Even in a fearful world, hope is all  
  around us. 
 
Sally:  Today we light the candle of hope as a reminder of  
  this good news.  
 
Cheryl Light candle. 
 
Sally:  May this flicker of light help us remember that we  
  have reason to hope. 
 
All:   Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 

 
2 Candlelighting liturgy written by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 
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Sally:  Let us sing the first verse of “One Candle is Lit”   
  found on page 128. Words without the music can  
  be found in your bulletin. 
 
CANDLE-LIGHTING HYMN    "One Candle Is Lit"       CH 128 

      Verse 1 
 

Come surely, Lord Jesus, as dawn follows night 
Our hearts long to greet you, as roses, the light. 

Salvation draw near us, our vision engage. 
One candle is lit for the hope of the age. 

 
Congregation seated 
PASTORAL PRAYER & PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    

Rev. Stephen Tickner 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 
ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil: For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  
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Proclaim 
 

A  READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES          Isaiah 2:1-5 
 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and 
Jerusalem. 

2 In days to come 

    the mountain of the LORD’s house 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains 

    and shall be raised above the hills; 
all the nations shall stream to it. 
3     Many peoples shall come and say, 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
    to the house of the God of Jacob, 
that he may teach us his ways 

    and that we may walk in his paths.” 

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction 

    and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
4 He shall judge between the nations 

    and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares 

    and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation; 
    neither shall they learn war any more. 
5 O house of Jacob, 
    come, let us walk 

in the light of the LORD! 
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MUSICAL RESPONSE  “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”    CH 119 
          Verse 3&4
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A  READING FROM THE GOSPEL                   Luke 1:26-38 
 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to 
a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to 
a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The 
virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, 
“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29 But she 
was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort 
of greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not 
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 
And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will 
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will 
give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can 
this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to her, “The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born 
will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36 And now, your 
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, 
and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be 
barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 
Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it 
be with me according to your word.” Then the angel 
departed from her. 
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MESSAGE      “I Am Mary: Annunciation”  

              Rev. Stephen Tickner 
 
HYMN       “Come O Long Expected Jesus”           CH 125 
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We Give and Receive 
Communion is the central act of community within the Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ) in remembrance of the life, death and 
resurrection of Christ. The invitation to the Table is extended to all 
who wish to follow Jesus and to share in the community of God's 

people.    Everyone is invited to eat from this Table. 
 
 

THE INVITATION TO GIVE AND RECEIVE           Rev. Stephen Tickner 

PRAYER BY THE ELDER                        Yvonne McGee 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

 
 

COMING FORWARD TO GIVE, AND 
 TO RECEIVE THE BREAD AND THE CUP 

 

We come forward to bring our physical bodies and our 
financial gifts to God.  You are invited to come forward 

down the center aisle to place your tithes & offerings in the 
trays available; and to receive the elements of bread and 

cup, taking them and returning to your seats down the side 
aisle, to consume the elements in silent reflection.  
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5TH SUNDAY OUTREACH SERVICE PROJECT  
This week we have the opportunity to continue our 
outreach service project that occurs during worship on the 
final Sunday of months when there are five Sundays. This 
week we will be gathering toys and children's books that 
will be donated to our local office of Toys for Tots. You are 
invited to drop off your donation as you come to receive 
communion. 
 

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION      “I Sing of a Maiden” 
           by Patrick Hadley  

           Mary Brock, Soloist 
            Jenn Symonds, Soloist  
        Christine Schadeberg, piano 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING    
 

…And Go Forth to Serve 
 

SHARING OF JOYS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Congregation standing   

CLOSING HYMN         “People, Look East!”   CH 142 
                (Besançon Carol), arr. Craig Phillips  

        Congregation join First and Last Verse 
            Jenn Symonds, Soloist 
              Dwight Brock, Soloist 
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BENEDICTION  

POSTLUDE                                            Glenn Pearson, Pianist/Organist 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Please join us for coffee hour in Harlow Hall  

following the conclusion of the Postlude                                                            

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 
Rev. Stephen Tickner, Minister 

Glenn Pearson, Pianist/Organist 
Christine Schadeberg Wydro, NC4 Adult Choir Director 

Sally Coberly, Flute 
Mary Brock, Tambourine 

Jenn Symonds, Soloist 
Dwight Brock, Soloist 

Cheryl Parsons, Worship Leader  
Yvonne McGee, Elder at the Table 

A/V Team  - Yvonne McGee, Lydia Oladapo,  
Devi Rambarran 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HEARING ASSISTANCE HEADPHONES are available in the Narthex.    
Please set all pagers and cell phones to vibrate at this time. 

CH = Chalice Hymnal (found in the pew racks) 
Hymns today reprinted by permission under  

 

OneLicense A-710374with podcasting  #710374-A 

 

Acknowledgment of Native Americans: A Statement toward Reconciliation 
For thousands of years indigenous people have walked in this land, on their own country.  Their relationship 

with the land is at the center of their lives.  We gratefully acknowledge them, past and present, and their 
stewardship of this land on which we stand. 

 
i Quote from Chaplain Owen Chandler at the 2023 General Assembly. Attribution for Cover Art:  

"I Am Mary” series based off of Carol Howard’s Advent Devotional, I Am Mary. Graphic designed by Kelly Guo specifically for 

use by North Chevy Chase Christian Church. 

 


