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“Love first. Love always,  
and we’ll figure out the rest of it as we go along.”i 

 

 

  
 

February 1st, 2026  
11:00 a.m. 

 
 

North Chevy Chase Christian Church is an Open and Affirming Congregation 
Connecting Faith with Community. 
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The People of God Gather 

 If you’re new to North Chevy Chase Christian Church, please consider filling out the Feedback 
Card you will find in the Pew pocket. We’ll follow up with a brief phone call or email to say 

thank you for worshipping with us and to answer any question you may have. 
 We are glad you’re here with us today! 

 
 

WELCOME                             Rev. Stephen Tickner         
 
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP        Glenn Pearson, Pianist/Organist 
 
Congregation standing in body or spirit      
Call to Worship and Opening Prayer1         Charlene Smith 
           Worship Leader 
 
One: Beloved, what worship does God desire of us? 
 
ALL: To do justice, love kindness, and live humbly with  
  God. 
 
One: In our life together as the body of Christ, what   
  worship does God desire of us? 
 
ALL: To do justice, love kindness, and live humbly with  
  God. 
 

 
1 Call to Worship and opening prayer provided by the Discipleship Ministries of the United Methodist Church (umcdiscipleship.org) 
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One: When we share the good news with all creation,  
  what worship does God desire of us? 
 
ALL:  To do justice, love kindness, and live humbly with  
  God. 
 
One: Come, let us worship God with justice, kindness,  
  and humility! 
 
ALL: We come to worship God with our voices and our  
  lives. Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
One: Now with our hearts open to God, let us pray... 
 
 
OPENING HYMN         “Gather Us In”               CH 284 
          verses 1-3 
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PASSING OF THE PEACE  

Worship Leader: Please take a moment and pass the peace 
of Christ with those around you. 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER & PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    

Rev. Stephen Tickner 
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THE LORD'S PRAYER 
ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil: For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  
 
Choral Response   "Steal Away”  

    African American spiritual, arr. Nicholas White 

                  NC4 Choir 

 
Proclaim 

 
A  READING FROM THE HEBREW BIBLE            Micah 6:1-8 
 

6 Hear what the Lord says: 
    Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 
    and let the hills hear your voice. 
2 Hear, you mountains, the case of the Lord, 
    and you enduring foundations of the earth, 
for the Lord has a case against his people, 
    and he will contend with Israel. 

3 “O my people, what have I done to you? 
    In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
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4 For I brought you up from the land of Egypt 
    and redeemed you from the house of slavery, 
and I sent before you Moses, 
    Aaron, and Miriam. 
5 O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab 
devised, 
    what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
    that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.” 

6 “With what shall I come before the Lord 
    and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
    with calves a year old? 
7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
    with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good, 
    and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice and to love kindness 
    and to walk humbly with your God? 
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A  READING FROM THE GOSPEL                        Matthew 5:1-12 
 

5 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the 
mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples came to 
him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying: 

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. 

4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be 
comforted. 

5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they will be filled. 

7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called 
children of God. 

10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of 
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and 
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 
falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your 
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reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

 

MESSAGE                Rev. Stephen Tickner 
 
HYMN             “Purer in Heart, O God”       CH 573 
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We Give and Receive 
Communion is the central act of community within the  

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in remembrance of the life, 
death and resurrection of Christ. The invitation to the Table is 
extended to all who wish to follow Jesus and to share in the 

community of God's people.     
Everyone is invited to eat from this Table. 

THE INVITATION TO GIVE AND RECEIVE           Rev. Stephen Tickner 

PRAYER BY THE ELDER                  Richard Sherman 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

COMING FORWARD TO GIVE, AND 
 TO RECEIVE THE BREAD AND THE CUP 

We come forward to bring our physical bodies and our 
financial gifts to God.  You are invited to come forward 

down the center aisle to place your tithes & offerings in the 
trays available; and to receive the elements of bread and 

cup, taking them and returning to your seats down the side 
aisle, to consume the elements in silent reflection.  

 

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION  

         
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  

   

…And Go Forth to Serve 
 

SHARING OF JOYS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Congregation standing   

CLOSING HYMN       “The Gift of Love”        CH 526 
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BENEDICTION  

CHORAL BENEDICTION “What Does the Lord Require of You?” 
               NC4 Choir      

Hymn can be found in our hymnal CH 661 
Congregation will repeat verses 1 & 2 

While choir sings verse 3 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Please join us for coffee hour in Harlow Hall 

 following the conclusion of the Postlude                                                            

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

Rev. Stephen Tickner, Minister 
Glenn Pearson, Pianist/Organist  

NC4 Choir 
Charlene Smith, Worship Leader 

Richard Sherman, Elder at the Table 
A/V Team  - Yvonne McGee, Lydia Oladapo,  

Devi Rambarran 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HEARING ASSISTANCE HEADPHONES are available in the Narthex.    
Please set all pagers and cell phones to vibrate at this time. 

CH = Chalice Hymnal (found in the pew racks) 
Hymns today reprinted by permission under  

 OneLicense A-710374with podcasting  #710374-A 
 

Acknowledgment of Native Americans: A Statement toward Reconciliation 
For thousands of years indigenous people have walked in this land, on their own country.  Their 

relationship with the land is at the center of their lives.  We gratefully acknowledge them, past and 
present, and their stewardship of this land on which we stand. 

 
i Quote from Chaplain Owen Chandler at the 2023 General Assembly. Attribution for Cover Art:  
Latimore, Kelly. Dorothy Day with Homeless Christ, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity 

Library, Nashville, TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57122 [retrieved January 27, 2026]. Original 

source: Kelly Latimore Icons, https://kellylatimoreicons.com/. 
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